
  

 

 

TOURISM, GERMAN PRESIDENCY AND NEW ALLIANCE FOR 

HEALTHY INFOSPHERE 

 

 

Europe reopening its external borders on 1 July has been the talk of the past few days. EU 

Member States hope this move will help pump cash into the sectors hardest hit by COVID-

19 – hospitality and tourism.  

 

 

How will this endeavor pan out? Will 

people be not afraid to 

travel? What changes will the 

industry have to endure? Could the 

unknown, once the main driver of 

excitement, adventure and exploration 

of new countries, prove to be a setback 

this time?  
 

Apart from the EU’s efforts to reinvigorate tourism, the EU’s agenda is still centred around 

other hot topics - boost of its economy following the EU Recovery Plan, the Multiannual 

Financial Framework, European strategic autonomy in the fields of defence and 

economy. Next week, French Minister of State for European Affairs Amélie de Montchalin 

and Slovak State Secretary for European Affairs Martin Klus will reflect on these topics, 

sharing French and Slovak perspectives and priorities, respectively, in an online event 

https://www.globsec.org/events/re-launching-the-european-union-bridging-member-states-perspectives/
https://www.globsec.org/events/re-launching-the-european-union-bridging-member-states-perspectives/


 

jointly organized by GLOBSEC and Austro-French Centre for Rapprochement in Europe.  

The lack of operational transparency among digital platforms, uncontrollable spread of 

malign content has prompted GLOBSEC’s Democracy and Resilience Programme to launch 

a new initiative Alliance for Healthy Infosphere. Together with experts from other think 

tanks, civil societies and private sector, the initiative will address the issues of the digital 

space on a European level, providing research-based recommendations for the ongoing 

discussion about the digital services policy.   

On 1 July Germany assumed the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. In the 

light of the corona pandemic Germany will have to undertake a Sisyphean task to get the 

EU back on track. Alena Kudzko, Director of the GLOBSEC Policy Institute reflects on how 

Slovakia could become an important player in building of a new Europe, while at the same 

time strengthening its economic and political ties with one of its key partners, Germany. 

 

 

UPCOMIING WEBINARS 

 

 

Under the umbrella of #Hub4Europe 

GLOBSEC organises another online 

discussion with the Slovak State 

Secretary for European Affairs Martin 

Klus. This time he will be joined 

by Amélie de Montchalin, French 

Minister of State for European Affairs to 

discuss the future course of the EU in the 

post-COVID-19 world. 

Read More 
 

Register  

 

 

https://www.globsec.org/news/alliance-for-healthy-infosphere/
https://www.globsec.org/publications/slovakia-in-the-eu-a-constructive-approach-is-best-during-the-german-presidency/
https://www.globsec.org/events/re-launching-the-european-union-bridging-member-states-perspectives/
https://globsec.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jc0L6rCRRRy_m5LBGn_0DQ


 

ALLIANCE FOR HEALTHY INFOSPHERE  

NEW INITIATIVE 

 

 

Hate speech, disinformation, harmful 

narratives plague our digital space. This 

phenomena have detrimental impact on 

democracies worldwide as 

they undermine trust in public 

institutions and contribute to growing 

polarisation of societies. 
 

 

Together with partners in the Czech Republic and Hungary, GLOBSEC's Democracy and 

Resilience Progarmme has kick-started a new initiative which aims to contribute to 

the ongoing discourse on European digital services policy formulation by providing 

quality research-based insights and recommendations. The Digital Services Act is to 

strengthen the single market for digital services and foster innovation and competitiveness 

of the European digital environment. In its feedback sent to the Commission, the Alliance 

reflects on the impact of the Digital Services Act. 

Read Here  

 

 

 

FURTHER READS 

 

Slovakia: A Constructive Approach is Best During the German Presidency 

by Alena Kudzko  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12417-Digital-Services-Act-deepening-the-Internal-Market-and-clarifying-responsibilities-for-digital-services/F535473


 

 

Germany assumes the Presidency of the 

Council of the EU at the extraordinary 

times. What are the Member States’ 

expectations towards the German 

Council Presidency? Alena Kudzko, 

Director of the GLOBSEC Policy Institute 

reflects on Slovakia's position and 

priorities. 
 

Read Here  

 

 

 

The V4 European and Transatlantic Priorities in the Post COVID-19 

Environment 

Key Takeaways by  Alisa Muzergues, Kinga Brudzińska  

 

 

The Conference on the Future of 

Europe, the transatlantic relations, and 

the geopolitics in the post-COVID-19 

world were the key topics of the debate 

with Czech, Slovak and Polish Ministers 

and State Secretaries for European 

Affairs in an event jointly organised by 

GLOBSEC and the Center for European 

Policy Analysis (CEPA). 
 

Read Here  

 

 

https://epin.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Member-states%E2%80%99-expectations-towards-the-German-Council-Presidency.pdf
https://www.globsec.org/2020/06/29/the-v4-priorities-post-covid-19/


 

The Internet of Things: Applications for Business 

by  Anushka Kaushik  

 

 

In the report developed by the Economist 

Intelligence Unit (EIU) Anushka Kaushik, 

Associate Fellow in the Cyber 

Resilience Programme at the GLOBSEC 

Policy Institute, presents and 

analyses security and privacy risks 

associated with IoT, offering 

recommendations on how to address the 

challenges facing the adoption of 

intelligent actions within IoT. 
 

Read Here  

 

 

 

Instagram is a Strategic Communication Channel 

by Richard Kuchta  

 

 

Communication between governments 

and citizens has changed over the years. 

The digital era has provided state actors 

with new channels to spread their 

messages. Richard Kuchta of GLOBSEC's 

Democracy and Resilience Programme 

contends that Instagram can play a 

significant role in strategic 

communication for governments in 

times of a public health crisis. 
 

https://www.eiu.com/n/
https://www.eiu.com/n/
https://www.globsec.org/2020/06/29/the-internet-of-things-applications-for-business-exploring-the-transformative-potential-of-iot/


Read Here  

 

 

 

The Dynamics of Central Bank Digital Currency 

by Juraj Somora  

 

 

Digital money as we know it is a 

misnomer. Most e-money in use are 

liabilities. On the other hand, CBDC 

represents a change in nature of digital 

money. A new legal tender 

that could exist alongside physical cash. 

Juraj Smora reflects on CBDC and its 

impact on global financial system. 
 

Read Here  

 

 

 

WHAT TO WATCH 

 

Europe (Un)Divided? Southern and CEE States' Post-Pandemic Position  

 

Shaken out from their inexcusable 

lethargy and nationalist instincts, the EU 

Member States appear to be committed 

to a course defined by unity. Could 

Europe become the strong pillar that its 

https://www.globsec.org/2020/07/03/instagram-is-a-strategic-communication-channel/
https://www.globsec.org/2020/07/03/the-dynamics-of-central-bank-digital-currency/


 

neighbourhood and the post-COVID-19 

global order so desperately need? 

 

Watch Here  

 

 

 

The Post-COVID-19 Challenges to the European Union  

 

 

In an exclusive chat with Alexander 

Stubb, the Slovak Minister of Foreign and 

European Affairs Ivan Korčok reflects on 

the post-COVID-19 challenges to the 

European Union as seen from Slovak 

perspective. 
 

Watch Here  

 

 

 

Slovensko a globálne výzvy | Slovakia and Global Challenges  

 

 

In cooperation with SME Daily we’ve created 

a new format Slovakia 

and Global Challenges/Slovensko a globálne 

výzvy. Daniel Milo, Senior Advisor at the 

Democracy and Resilience Programme at 

GLOBSEC discussed disinformation and 

hybrid threats with the State Secretary for 

European Affairs Martin Klus. Available in 

Slovak only. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6O--pZaJgI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZANz2Bj0ok
https://video.sme.sk/c/22426294/diskusia-sme-a-globsec-o-hybridnych-hrozbach-video.html
https://video.sme.sk/c/22426294/diskusia-sme-a-globsec-o-hybridnych-hrozbach-video.html
https://video.sme.sk/c/22426294/diskusia-sme-a-globsec-o-hybridnych-hrozbach-video.html


Watch Here  

 

 

 

COOPERATIVE SECURITY INITIATIVE  

 

By asking questions and presenting opinions of experts from different areas,  Cooperative 

Security Initiative launched by GLOBSEC and FES ROCPE, strives to engage global citizens in 

shaping our common future. 

 

 

Günther Baechler, Adviser and Senior Mediator to the Swiss MFA, contemplates the 

importance of shared values for peace & cooperation.  

 

 

TIMELY & CRISPY DEBATE SHOW ON INSTAGRAM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OH7I7ZzHEyk&fbclid=IwAR11-5s9lpzwV6qrkERxbJxKtz3xsoZ6kfZiJCQkOG51opsawwn4gru8WBA
https://www.cooperative-security-initiative.org/
https://www.cooperative-security-initiative.org/
https://www.fes-vienna.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HibjRISExQk


 

 

WATCH LIVE 

Every Thursday @ 7 pm CEST 

Instagram | @globsecthinktank 

  

GLOBSEC's Roger Hilton, Zuzana 

Podracka and their guests talk about Life, 

the Universe and Everything, from 

politics to entertainment. 
 

Watch Past Episodes  

 

 

 

 

  

GLOBSEC WEEKLY ROUNDUP is a weekly newsletter targeting specific 

topics and providing updates on GLOBSEC's activities as well as reflections and 

analysis of the major developments in the EU and their impact on the CEE region. 

Our researchers and experts provide a deep dive into many pressing issues, 

putting the future of the EU, global economy, sustainability, digitalisation in 

context.   

 

Follow 

#GLOBSECgoesDIGITAL 

 

 

https://www.globsec.org/events/for-chats-sake-thursdays-at-7-pm-cet-on-instagram-globsecthinktank/


  

 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR WHAT YOU'RE INTERESTED IN! 

Do you have something you’d like to share with us for future Weekly Roundups?   

Is there any specific topic you’re interested in? 

You can definitely share your suggestions with us on comms@globsec.org or reach 

out to us on social media channels. 

GLOBSEC Team 
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