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The GLOBSEC Château Béla Central European Strategic 
Forum brings together leading political representatives, 
key decision makers, business leaders, experts from influ-
ential think tanks and academia who significantly contrib-
ute to developments in international affairs.

THE WORLD AFTER COVID-19 & FORESIGHT 
FOR THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC IN 2021 
The Covid-19 pandemic has broken many paradigms in econ-
omy, geopolitics, security and the whole society. The question 
arises – how do we re-build the world after the crisis? The 
new normal will be affected by the renewed power dynam-
ics on the global stage as well as the economic shakedown 
and the way governments and businesses approach it. Given 
the crisis of multilateralism in recent years, our international 
institutions need to rise up to the challenge, as the only way 
out of the pandemic is through an unmatched level of global 
collaboration. At the same time, we need to redefine our un-
derstanding of security governance, with public health crisis 
and the increased spread of misinformation challenging our 
very notion of security.  

The pandemic also presents a window of opportunity for the 
EU to act and re-define the transatlantic relationship. As the 
new U.S. administration will be preoccupied with pressing do-
mestic issues, it is Europe’s time to propose new ideas about 
how the relationship should work.,  

In the upcoming months, the attention of the whole world 
will be zoomed in on the Covid-19 vaccine: its creation, dis-
tribution, and the acceptance by the populations. And while 
the first two steps are already underway and likely to be 
successful, one major risk that remains is people’s potential 
reluctance to get vaccinated. The misinformation wars that 
have already sprouted from the pandemic ranged from the 

false rumours that 5G cell phone towers fuel the coronavi-
rus, to claims that that drinking bleach or injecting UV rays 
can cure it. However, this might have been just a warm-up for  
a much bigger information war when an effective vaccine be-
comes available to the public. One of the basic preconditions 
for the vaccine to work is when at least 70 per cent of the 
population takes it within a short timeframe. It is therefore of 
the utmost importance to prepare effective awareness cam-
paigns that will address people´s fears and motivate them to 
get vaccinated. 

THE FUTURE OF TRANSATLANTICISM & THE 
WEST: REBUILDING TRUST UNDER THE NEW 
U.S. LEADERSHIP 
The election of Joe Biden as the new president of the U.S. will 
be vital in determining the future of the U.S. standing as one 
of the global superpowers and its relations with the EU and 
the rest of the world. Biden is widely viewed as an old-school 
transatlanticist, a strong backer of NATO, and a supporter of 
the EU as a strategic partner for the U.S..  One thing is certain 
– we can expect a fundamental change in style and interac-
tion between the two allies, defined by a new form of civilized 
dialogue, the return of credibility, reliability, and trust. How-
ever, there will be many difficult issues to address, including 
security, trade, and the approach towards China. At the same 
time, the U.S. will need to focus on dealing with the internal 
health and economic consequences of the pandemic, as well 
as the question of race. 

Some of the pivotal changes we can expect from the U.S. in 
relation to the external world include their commitment to 
climate change and a re-engagement with international in-
stitutions. Considering a strong bipartisan agreement on the 
threat of China, we can expect that the Biden administration 
will continue to view China as a security threat, yet will set 



a more constructive tone in comparison with the outgoing 
administration, which would diminish potential negative side 
effects on trade. 

With regards to the U.S.-EU relations, a strategic dialogue is 
expected to be re-established along with creating a functional 
framework for addressing trade relations. Taming the power 
of Big Tech, with privacy as the main channel for regulation 
of internet giants, might be one of the unifying elements of 
the relationship. At the same time, climate agenda will be an-
other issue where interest of the U.S. and Europe can come 
together.  The questions remains how much restoration of 
the previous relationship is possible and desirable, and how 
much re-invention is necessary to re-energize the transatlan-
tic partnership. 

EUROPE’S RECOVERY PLAN – ROAD TO-
WARDS GREATER PRODUCTIVITY AND RESIL-
IENCE? 
The EU’s long-term budget, coupled with the NextGeneratio-
nEU initiative, a temporary instrument designed to boost the 
post-pandemic recovery, will be the largest stimulus package 
ever financed through the EU budget. A total of €1.8 trillion 
should help rebuild a post-COVID-19 Europe towards a green-
er, more digital and more resilient Europe. 

One crucial challenge that might temporarily halt these am-
bitious efforts is the condition that all member states must 
uphold the rule of law to access the EU’s emergency relief 
package and budget, which is proving to be a challenge for 
some of the member states. Yet even after we overcome this 
stalemate, there will be challenges with regards to implemen-
tation of the funds, related to the absorption capacity of states 
and capabilities for their effective use. 

In Central Europe, the lock-down-induced digital acceler-
ation was particularly visible during the first months of the 
corona-virus crisis, during which the rate of growth of the 
digital economy being almost doubled in comparison with 
2017–2019. However, while digitization might bring tremen-
dous economic benefits to the region in the long run, it is es-
sential to address the risks posed by automation in the auto-
motive-focused CE region. It is therefore essential to invest 
in education, re-skilling and upskilling programs, as well as 
support close public-private collaboration. Only then we can 
make the EU & CE more competitive, sustainable, and resil-
ient to future crises.

EUROPE’S GLOBAL ROLE IN THE POST-COVID 
WORLD 
Rather than harness the power of international cooperation, 
states have used the Covid-19 crisis to further their geopo-
litical ambitions, causing a further divide among global pow-
ers. Today’s international powerplay has been marked by 
the relative decline of the U.S. strategic position in the past 
years, coupled with the increasing dominance of China. The 
question for Europe is what role it can play in mitigating the 
tensions and asserting its influence globally. With “strategic 
autonomy” becoming the EU’s latest catchphrase, the bloc 
has been pushing to increase self-sufficiency and boost its 
own industries. 

However, if Europe is to become a strong global player, it 
first needs to address its internal structural deficiencies. The 
EU should keep in mind that in order to create an authentic 
European community of states, creating a united –- but not 
unified – front is essential.  One of the issues halting Europe’s 
progres is the lack of a joint foreign and defence policy. At the 
same time, unanimity in decision-making is proving to be halt-
ing the progess, and a shift towards qualified majority vote 
might be what is needed to move us forward. Making Europe 
strong from within requires further building on its strenghts, 
which includes leveraging the EU single market as well as its 
regulatory powers. 

In order to contribute towards the re-building the transatlantic 
relations, Europe needs to be proactive in creating its own 
vision and priorities for the relationship. The U.S. will be very 
much focused on the domestic issues, including the Covid-19 
crisis and race-related questions, which creates a space for 
Europe to formulate and drive its own vision of how the rela-
tionship should work.
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