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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Participant: 1 - GLOBSEC (GLOBSEC) 

PIC number:  960870361 

Project name and acronym:  
“Towards Democratic and Inclusive Europe: EP 
Elections and Active Citizens Participation and 
Contribution”— EUact2 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 8 

Event name: Transnational Reflection Group 1 

Type: Workshop/mutual learning  

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Slovakia, Bratislava 

Date(s): 23-24 March 2023  

Website(s) (if any): 
https://www.globsec.org/what-we-do/events/young-leaders-
transnational-reflection-event-summary 

Participants 

Female: 18 

Male: 15 

Non-binary: 1 

From country 1 [Greece]: 8 

From country 2 [Slovakia]: 7 

From country 3 [Bulgaria]: 1 

From country 4 [Ireland]: 7 

From country 5 [Italy]: 2 

From country 6 [Austria]: 2 

From country 7 [Czechia]: 1 

From country 8 [Spain]: 1 

https://www.globsec.org/what-we-do/events/young-leaders-transnational-reflection-event-summary
https://www.globsec.org/what-we-do/events/young-leaders-transnational-reflection-event-summary
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From country 9 [Portugal]: 1 

From country 10 [Germany]: 3 

From country 11 [Poland]: 1 

Total number of participants: 34 From total number of countries: 11 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

Within the activities of the EUact2 project, GLOBSEC, in partnership with ELIAMEP, European 
Movement Ireland, and the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM), held a two-day-
long Transnational Reflection Group event in Bratislava, Slovakia, on 23-24 March 2023. This event 
gathered the opinions of 34 young leaders and professionals (18 women (53%), 15 men (44%), and 
one nonbinary (3%)) from 11 Member States, including Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, and Spain. The event focused on reflecting on 
pressing matters for the EU today and in the next 20 years while drafting recommendations for the EU 
and national policymakers. 

The working groups discussed various topics, ranging from climate, energy, and sustainability to 
education, youth, democracy, EU values, geopolitics, and security. The participants were tasked to 
identify the main challenges and positive developments, according to their perceptions, on the topics 
and to collectively advance recommendations to policymakers. To trigger creativity and enhance the 
dynamics of the conversations, the discussion was complemented by several keynote interventions. 
Speakers represented the EU Commission, the European Parliament and national governments, 
displaying an interesting compilation of insights about where the EU currently stands and where it 
might or should be heading in the next 20 years. 

Vladimír Šucha, Head of the European Commission Representation in Slovakia, outlined climate 
change and digital transformation as the main challenges shaping the EU in the current decade and 
proposed several scenarios that the EU might take in the years to come, namely the strive for 
adaptability. Mr Šucha encouraged participants to think outside the box when seeking solutions to 
encourage further democratic participation and citizen engagement while also improving future EU 
policymaking. 

Miriam Lexmann, Member of the European Parliament, emphasised the importance of aligning EU 
values to all internal and external policies, including foreign policy. She stressed that only by starting 
with the basics—our values—can the EU be a stronger global actor and more trusted among EU 
citizens. 

Tomáš Kozák, Head of the Department of European Affairs at the Slovak Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs, discussed the need to reflect on 20 years of EU membership in Slovakia, reigniting 
the sense of belonging to the Union. No longer such a new member state, today, Slovakia brings 
experience and expertise in different policy areas to the Union 

While the young leaders and professionals focused on debating the current state of the European 
Union’s affairs and advanced a future-oriented vision, they also connected the vision to the need for 
inclusive democratic participation, sustained civic space and citizen engagement. In particular, 
participants focused on three channels of engagement:  

Top-down channels allowing EU institutions to better reach and engage EU citizens, including direct 
involvement of EU officials, ‘ambassadors’ and influencers with the citizens, especially less 
represented groups; 

Bottom-up channels enabling citizens to impact EU decision-makers, including incorporating various 
in-situ and digital participatory formats; 

Better-tailored and more effective EU strategic communication to reach a more significant number of 
EU citizens, including the use of storytelling with approachable and engaging communication. 

These recommendations and more were then submitted to DG JUST as part of ongoing 
Consultations. 

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF). 
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